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BSERVER
Scene
News
Wildcat basketball to 
begin livestreaming on 
ESPN3 
~ See inside
By Adam Robertson
Staff Reporter
The cold November air will render 
each breath visible as families line Pearl 
and Pine streets in downtown Ellensburg, 
waiting for the parade to pass by. Children 
will wave little fl ags in their hands. Eyes 
will well with tears as hands are held over 
hearts, showing respect and pride.
Parade attendees  won’t be waiting in 
the cold weather for fl owery fl oats, in-
tricate choreography or giant balloons: 
They’ll be waiting for fellow members of  
the community who will march by no big-
ger than the average person, whose service 
to the country is what is larger than life.
Every year on Nov. 11 at 11 a.m., down-
town Ellensburg hosts a Veterans Day 
parade to honor the veterans of  Kittitas 
County. This year it will start by the police 
station at 1st Avenue. and Pearl Street. and 
then go north to 6th Avenue. where it will 
head east for a block before turning south 
on Pine Street and returning to 1st Avenue.
A color guard bearing the fl ags of  the 
branches of  service, as well as the state 
and the nation,will  lead the way. They are 
followed by men and women who heard 
and answered the call to service, who walk 
through the streets and are recognized for 
their contribution.
“It’s always heartwarming to me to see 
the community come out in support,” said 
Army veteran and CWU Veterans Club 
President Justin Dennis.
The time of  the parade is a reference 
to the origin of  Nov. 11 as a day to cele-
brate veterans. At 11 a.m. Paris time on 
Nov. 11, 1918 the guns of  the Western 
Front of  World War I fell silent. The day 
became known as Armistice Day, and in 
1938 it became a national holiday to cel-
ebrate WWI veterans. In 1954, the name 
was changed to Veterans Day to celebrate 
all veterans.
Ellensburg 
celebrates 
veterans
- See “Vets” page 9
As the start of  winter draws nearer, 
Snoqualmie Pass gets ready for anoth-
er cold and snowy season. The cold 
will be a benefi t for ski resorts but a 
danger to travellers.
CWU Wellness Center hosts Man 
Cave Monday as a part of  its series 
of  No Shave “Movember” events. 
The Man Cave is open to all genders 
for a night of  fun and men’s health 
awareness. 
Local Ellensburg food bank starts 
stocking up for the holiday season. The 
FISH Food Bank accepts food dona-
tions and other basic necessities to help 
community members in need through-
out the county. 
Fish food (bank) for Thanksgiving Video games and facial hair Snoqualmie prepares for winter
- Page 4 - Pages 9 - Pages 10
IN OTHER NEWS
On the side of  Walnut Mall, outside of  the SURC, 
American fl ags are lined up in preparation for 
Veterans day. 
Mikaela Nickolds/The Observer
Mount Ranier is one of  the largest national parks in Washington and attracts many outdoor tourists. 
Eric Rosane/The Observer
News
From the 
Mountains 
to the sea
By Samuel Beaumonte
Senior News Reporter
President Trump’s  proposed federal 
budget for 2018 cuts $1.5 billion from 
the Department of  the Interior, which 
oversees the country’s National Park Ser-
vice (NPS). This led to a plan to increase 
peak-season admission fees.
“The infrastructure of  our national 
parks is aging and in need of  renovation 
and restoration,” U.S. Secretary of  the 
Interior Ryan Zinke said in a news re-
lease on Oct. 24. “Targeted fee increas-
es at some of  our most visited parks will 
help ensure that [the parks] are protected 
and preserved in perpetuity.”
The plan includes the 17 most popular 
national parks, which includes Olympia 
and Mt. Rainier, and aims to double en-
trance fees during their respective peak 
seasons, but price will remain the same 
outside of  the season.
Peak season for Olympia National Park 
begins on May 1, while Mt. Rainier’s be-
gins on June 1. If  the fees do increase, we 
can expect them to be put into action by 
2018.
- See “Parks” pages 6-7
Gaudino’s speech addresses budget and housing
By Eric Rosane
News Editor
President James Gaudino went before 
the university Monday, Nov. 6, to give his 
annual state of  the university address to 
the faculty and staff  of  CWU at 10 a.m. in 
McConnell Hall. Gaudino’s guest speaker, 
Washington Supreme Court Justice Mary 
Yu, spoke directly following Gaudino’s ad-
dress to the university.
Gaudino, with his beginning remarks, 
emphasized his theme for the morning: grit. 
It was an homage to those, not only within 
our community and university who strive 
for greatness, but also those who continually 
move forward through challenging times.
“I’m growng increasingly fond of  the 
three words that I am seeing on bumper 
stickers in Ellensburg and all over the 
state. And those three words are simply 
‘Wildcat’s have grit’,” Gaudino said. 
Gaudino began his address by speak-
ing about the strength and determination 
within the university, with regard to both 
students and faculty. Gaudino also praised 
the university for having the fl exibility to 
be able to look more towards long term 
goals, instead of  short term.
The tone of  the morning, after acknowl-
edging the accomplishments done by both 
faculty and student, turned to two subjects; 
housing and the new budgeting model.
The new RCM budget model allo-
cates funds to departments based on rev-
enue-generated activities, allowing for 
funds to be distributed on a college level 
instead of  a department level. The im-
plementation of  this new budget model 
has drawn stark criticism from the Aca-
demic Department Chairs Organization 
(ADCO) board, who wrote a letter to the 
Provost in June.
“Our new management and budgeting 
models help us pinpoint where the money 
comes from and where the it should go. 
As you know, this is our fi rst full year in a 
budget and decision making system that 
is more transparent and more democratic 
than ever,” Gaudino said in regards to the 
new RCM budgeting model. “The work to 
overhaul a 125-year-old way of  managing 
money and making decision hasn’t been 
easy, and dare I say it’s taking grit to do it.”
The president also acknowledged the 
need for housing at CWU, stating that hav-
ing the Student Life staff  help students fi nd 
new homes on campus is like rocket science, 
due to the mass infl ux of  new students.
“It’s actually been a little bit like rock-
et science this year, wedging every single 
space into a living space. We started this 
year, I’m told, at 104 percent occupancy. 
That’s a good thing if  you’re running a 
Hilton, it’s not a good thing if  you’re run-
ning a residence hall,” Gaudino said.
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 Here we are again, ladies and 
gentlemen. Sunday night, 4:30 p.m., 
my deck is due by fi ve and I have 
no idea what to write about. So 
of  course I turn to the only other 
people qualifi ed enough to give me 
ideas for this thing, my Observer 
staff . Ideas poured in, mostly from 
my Copy Desk Chief  Racquel Mun-
cy (formerly Rollins but she went 
and got herself  married for some 
reason), and with their help I have 
picked out a story.
Last week I briefl y mentioned 
how much I hate the snow and some 
tricks to staying warm this coming 
winter. I wrote that in the hope that 
we would have a bit of  time before 
the snow decided to fall, but appar-
ently the universe felt that the snow 
needed to happen now. Since we now 
have snow, I will use this deck to go 
into a bit more detail about how to 
prepare for winter. 
Last Saturday and Sunday saw the 
fi rst closing of  Snoqualmie pass for 
snow, and with that crossing the pass 
has become a little more diffi  cult. 
You may think, “oh WSDOT would 
never do that to drivers,” well you 
would be wrong. Drivers could fi nd 
themselves waiting for hours at rest 
areas or even on the side of  the road. 
Due to this it is now more important 
than ever to make sure your car is 
prepped for emergencies.
Here is a list of  a couple things to 
keep in your car this winter:
 Blankets and warm clothes - 
These are fairly self-explanatory 
item. Stick a few blankets and may-
be some jackets in your trunk or 
back seat, just in case you need to 
turn off  your car to save gas.
Windshield and snow scraper - 
Most people already have one in 
their car but make sure to check if  
you have one before setting off . Also 
pack some extra window wiper fl uid 
to keep your windshield clean. 
Extra food and water - You can’t 
always count on a gas station when 
you are in the middle of  the pass so 
make sure to stop by one before leav-
ing. It may not seem necessary but if  
you get stranded for a while you may 
get hungry or thirsty and your extra 
supplies will be a big help. 
Phone charger/Backup battery 
- You can guess the importance of  
this without much explanation. Keep 
your phone charged and a backup 
battery on hand to let people know 
where you are or to call for help.
Chains and traction aid - With 
the ever-changing weather and con-
ditions it is important to have chains 
in your trunk for when the roads get 
snowy. Same goes for traction aid, 
just in case you get stuck in a drift. 
Also, make sure to read the instruc-
tions and practice putting on the 
chains before heading out so you ar-
en’t trying to fi gure it out in the mid-
dle of  a blizzard (or bring some cash 
and fi nd someone to help you out).
First-aid kit - Even if  you don’t 
think you will need it, a fi rst-aid kit 
can be helpful in an accident or just 
for emergencies. You never know 
when you might need a band-aid. 
Jumper cables - The cold can 
wreak havoc on your car, especially if  
you are stranded and leave your car 
running for a long time without turn-
ing it on. Make sure to have this in 
case your battery dies and you need 
a jump.
Flashlight and extra batteries - Be-
cause it gets dark faster now, fl ash-
lights are important. Having one on 
hand will help with having to put on 
chains or trying to fl ag down help. 
Tool Kit - Just a small tool kit will 
help you out if  you need to make 
small repairs to your car during the 
trip. Make sure you have the tools 
you need to change a tire and things 
like that. 
That is all I have for you this 
week everyone. Make sure that you 
are prepared for winter because it is 
here and it looks like it is going to be 
another cold and snowy one. Drive 
safely Wildcats!
Signed, Sarah J. Hoot 
Editor in Chief  
Deck
Observation
By Hanson Lee
Staff Reporter
In November of  2012, 
Washington became one of  
the first states in the United 
States to officially pass ini-
tiative 502, an early form of  
marijuana legalization. 
Five years later, it’s possible that 
Washington state lawmakers could 
pass another initiative within a few 
years that could legalize home-
grown marijuana.
Although this legalization 
would be geared more towards 
the medicinal side of  the mari-
juana community, this potential 
stretch in marijuana reform 
could have a signifi cant impact 
on consumers and marijuana 
retailers moving forward.
“[If  this legalization were 
to take place,] I’m not posi-
tive, but I’m pretty sure you’re 
getting to the point where 
you can buy seeds, and you 
can buy clones,” said Dan 
DeVries, the Cannabis Sales 
Manager for Ellensburg’s local 
Fire House retailer.
This legalization would also 
provide a small window of  oppor-
tunity for retailers who are hoping 
to expand their inventory as well.
“You’d have to be a certified 
medical shop, not just a rec-
reational shop, but you would 
definitely be able to expand 
and add more space to your 
retailer,” DeVries said.
As surprising as it may sound, 
retailers like the Fire House 
don’t believe that this legaliza-
tion would put a signifi cant defi -
cit in the amount of  customers 
that they typically bring in.
“The percentage of  custom-
ers right now that are medical 
users is really low,” DeVries 
said. “Probably roughly 
5-10% of  our customers are 
medical users right now, and 
so I’m not too concerned.”
Although this potential le-
galization may seem like the 
light at the end of  the tunnel 
for many medical marijua-
na users looking to get easier 
access to the drug on a daily 
basis, the difficulty that the 
growing process entails may 
not be the most ideal option 
for the vast majority.  
“The thing is that growing weed 
is very diffi  cult and it takes a lot of  
time and eff ort that a lot of  peo-
ple don’t have,” DeVries said. “It’s 
just like brewing your own alcohol. 
You realize very quickly that it’s 
hard to make a good tasting beer.”
Rob Hendricks, store man-
ager of  Cannabis Central, 
provided knowledgeable in-
sight into why this legalization 
could potentially cause more 
issues than opportunities for 
the business side of  marijuana 
retailers moving forward.
“What concerns me as far as 
this legalization having an ef-
fect on my business is that, if  
in fact this legalization passes, 
there is no way that the state 
can regulate and do compli-
ance checks on home-grows,” 
Hendricks said. “I’m not say-
ing that people shouldn’t have 
the right to grow their own 
marijuana for medical pur-
poses, all I’m saying is that I 
don’t know how you’re going 
to regulate it.”
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Home-grower laws have been far and few between in Washington state. With one possibly on the bill, this leaves many questions still unanswered 
for the public and retailers.
Photo illustration by Jack Lambert/The Observer
”
“Quote of  the Week The backlog maintenance is a real thing. I’ve seen it. They’ll have to close parts of  the park for safety reasons, then it’s not 
available to anyone. There needs to be 
access.
-Patrick McCutcheon, Anthropology Professor. Page 6
Corrections for the Nov. 2 issue
Nicole Trejo-Valli contributed content to the 
Proposition 1 story on the front page. Jules 
Mendiola and Lj Loveljoy on page 4 were in-
correctly quoted as living in “Shaw-Smyserr”, 
they are occupants of  Meisner Hall. Graphic Designer
Leo Andraca    editor@cwuobserver.com
Washington state could vote on homegrow law
3
NEWS
EDITOR: ERIC ROSANE    news@cwuobserver.com
OBSERVER     Nov.  9  -  Nov.  15 ,  2017  cwuobser ver.com
Griff Tester accepts new director position
By Kejuan Coleman
Staff Reporter
The duties of  being the in-
terim director of  undergrad-
uate research is to encourage 
undergraduate students to 
do more research. 
Griff  Tester recently 
stepped in to fill the shoes as 
the interim director of  un-
dergraduate research. He is 
an assistant professor in the 
Department of  Sociology. 
Tester also has taught and 
continues to study a variety 
of  subjects, such as housing 
discrimination and intro-
duction to queer studies.
Tester will continue to 
teach while being the interim 
director of  undergraduate re-
search at CWU. 
Tester earned a PhD and 
Master’s in Sociology from 
Ohio State University and 
a Bachelor’s degree in Com-
munications from the Uni-
versity of  Akron. 
Almost all faculty mem-
bers at CWU have the aim of  
pushing their students to take 
advantage of  furthering their 
education and to branch out 
from what they are used to; 
Tester is no different.
“I definitely believe in un-
dergraduate research and cre-
ative activities and I want to 
support students and the uni-
versity community with devel-
oping programs and encour-
aging students to get involved 
with research and creative ac-
tivities,” Tester said. 
Tester also plays a big role 
in the The Symposium of  
University Research and Cre-
ative Expression (SOURCE). 
Source is a university-wide 
event that showcases all dis-
ciplines of  research, scholar-
ship and creative activities by 
undergraduate and graduate 
students, as well as faculty and 
staff  at CWU. It takes place 
May 15-17. During this time 
period students will be able 
to show off  their research 
projects to the public.“It’s 
a big event for the office, it 
involves a lot of  students, 
faculty and community and I 
think I’m looking forwards to 
that the most,” Tester said.  
Becoming the interim di-
rector of  undergraduate stud-
ies while still being a faculty 
member in the Sociology De-
partment, makes him a per-
fect fit for the job because of  
his prior knowledge. 
“Most of  my research involves 
students already, the experience 
I’ve had over the last fi ve to eight 
years working with students on 
research projects,” Tester said. 
Tester is planning on bring-
ing all the knowledge to the 
interim director of  under-
graduate studies position from 
all of  his years of  teaching 
and helping undergraduate 
students become more suc-
cessful with their research  in-
terim director of  undergradu-
ate research.
(Above) Tester in his offi  ce overlooking the Northwest side of  campus. (Right) Griff  Tester, a sociology professor, will take the position 
of  director of  undergrad research.
(Right)Mikaela Nickolds/(Top) Eric Rosane
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Join us for the 2nd annual Peace March. 
We will march from campus into town and 
back, with an estimated return at 5:30 p.m. 
Closing comments: ASCWU President Giovanni Severino
Warm up after with cookies, cocoa & conversation!
Not in Our Kittco promotes 
working together to build 
safe and inclusive environments 
for all – in our towns, in our 
schools and in our county. 
STOP HATE.  TOGETHER.
KITTCO
STOP HATE.  TOGETHER.
Sponsored in part by CWU Student Union, ASCWU, Athletics, Student Involvement
PE E MAR H
MONDAY, OV. 13 • 4PM 
START/FINISH AT SURC PIT
@notinourkittco 
Griff Tester, Ph.D
Currently: Assistant Professor 
in the Sociology Department
Accepted: Interim Director of 
Undergraduate Research
Alumnus: Ohio State University 
(Ph.D and Masters)
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FISH Food Bank puts the “unity”  back in community
By Eric Rosane
News Editor
As the holidays approach 
and the days get shorter, many 
students and faculty find them-
selves traveling or going home 
for many consecutive weekends. 
During these weekends there is 
usually plenty of  food, family 
and great discussion for some, 
but not for all. 
“It all started in 1971, when 
a group of  church people here 
in the community saw a need 
to feed neighbors. They saw 
neighbors that were hungry and 
they wanted to help them,” Peg-
gy Morache, interim executive 
director of  the FISH food bank, 
said.
H i d d e n 
b e h i n d 
the Mer-
cer Creek 
Church, over 
on North B 
Street, lies a 
resource that 
has been 
serving the 
community and people of  Ellens-
burg for over 46 years. 
Since the early years, 
FISH food bank grew past 
its roots as a neighborly 
helper and expanded to in-
clude food, resources and 
programs that can assist 
anyone in the community 
who needs them. 
Throughout the summer 
FISH provided hot meals to 
elementary, middle and high 
school students, through USDA 
(United States Department of  
Agriculture), who rely heavily 
on the meals provided by the 
school. 
This last summer, within the 
45-day period that the program 
runs, program volunteers passed 
out about 700 meals to kids.
School supplies are another 
resource that might be diffi-
cult to fund. 
Each year, FISH food bank 
puts on a school supplies dona-
tion for kids who are in need of  
school supplies.
“The kids get to go through 
and shop, pick up a backpack. 
We coordinate it with the list 
of  supplies that the schools 
are recommending for the 
various class levels,” Mor-
ache said. “That way kids 
can go to 
school feel-
ing confi-
dent that 
they have 
the mate-
rials that 
they need. 
This year 
we had 
nearly 200 
kids that came through.”
Last year, the FISH Food 
Bank dispersed roughly 
500,000 lbs of  food and basic 
necessities to people in need 
throughout the communities 
of  Kittitas Valley. 
This is all thanks to their 
large base of  200 yearly volun-
teers and three paid staff, ac-
cording to Morache. 
Rick Toomey, a volunteer at 
FISH Food Bank in Ellens-
burg, supervises and assists 
other volunteers. 
Toomey’s jobs include shop-
ping with the people in need and 
making sure that donation bins 
are are always full to the brim. 
“We never decline food. If  
someone donates it, we find 
someway to use it,” Toomey said. 
Even though FISH gets a ma-
jority of  it’s food from the com-
munity and through food drives, 
the two of  which in November 
and March help provide them 
with enough resources to help 
families for half  the year, they 
still contract two food trucks to 
come monthly with fresh pro-
duce to donate. 
One of  the trucks is a govern-
ment truck, and the other is from 
Second Harvest, a distribution 
food bank who assists over 250 
regional food banks with food. 
Second Harvest is also aid-
ed with help from over 8,000 
volunteers.
Throughout the FISH food 
bank warehouse, pallets of  ap-
ples are stored in refrigerators 
and canned goods and other 
milk products are stored in a 
distribution room. 
Volunteers move fresh 
produce and goods from the 
warehouse to the distribu-
tion room. Volunteers also 
help out food bank recipi-
ents with gathering food and 
additional resources.
Though things are look-
ing decent with the amount 
of  volunteers and extra pro-
duce that is coming in, Mor-
ache believes that there is 
always more that is needed 
and more that can be done 
to help the people through-
out the community. 
“This is where we serve the 
opentable hot meals three days 
a week, and dinner on saturday. 
It’s not ideal, I mean we need a 
commercial kitchen and we need 
things that we don’t have, so 
we’re really looking for options 
around that,” Morache said, re-
ferring to their small kitchen at-
tached to their gymnasium.
Morache is also hoping that 
more students from CWU will 
use the food bank as a resource in 
their time of  need. 
During the winter, when 
heating and electric bills 
skyrocket, Morache under-
stands that it can be difficult 
to supplement some addi-
tional income to make sure 
food is on the plate.
“We think we’re a great re-
source for some of  the stu-
dents at CWU, if  they would 
use us. We don’t get a lot of  
students, but we’re here and 
we have food and it’s avail-
able,” Morache said.
By Miles King
Staff Reporter
If  you have ever had the 
desire to live or work abroad 
in Europe, the series of  
events occurring over the 
next week will give you all 
the information you need.  
From November 6 to Nov. 
17, several events, including 
film screenings, information 
fairs and lectures will take 
place on campus. 
Such are a result of  the 
collaboration between the 
Germany Information Cen-
ter USA and Central’s Doug-
las Honors College. 
The goal of  the events is 
to inform students about the 
European Union as well as 
opportunities available in 
Europe, according to CWU 
political science professor 
Eugen Nagy. 
The opportunities include 
study abroad, internships 
and jobs available, particu-
larly in Germany as well as 
the European Union. 
To educate students, or-
ganizers have selected four 
films that should help stu-
dents bet-
ter under-
stand the 
European 
U n i o n , 
Nagy said. 
The films 
will be 
shown on 
Tu e s d a y, 
Nov. 14 and Wednesday, Nov. 15 
at 7 p.m. in Lind Hall 104. The 
last film to be shown, “Alman-
ya—Welcome to Germany”, has 
never been screened in the Unit-
ed States, according to Nagy.
The “Opportunities in the 
European Union” fair will 
take place in the SURC Ball-
room on Thursday, Nov. 9 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
N a g y 
felt that 
s t u d e n t s 
should not 
be afraid of  
the opportu-
nities avail-
able to them. 
“The fair 
will show 
our students [that]they can 
do so much,” said Nagy.  
The final event of  the near-
ly two week period will be a 
lecture held in the Science 
II Planetarium on Thursday, 
Nov. 16 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
The lecture followed by 
reception will discuss the fu-
ture of  the European Union. 
Nagy believed the lecture 
will help students to better 
understand the European 
Union and clarify any mis-
conceptions they may have 
about it.
High attendance is ex-
pected based on overwhelm-
ing response, according to 
Nagy. All of  the events are 
free to attend and require 
no registration. 
Nagy expressed a desire 
to establish similar events in 
the future, stressing the val-
ue of  such events to students. 
These events will wrap up by 
next week.
”
“We think we’re a great resource for some of the students at CWU, if they 
would use us. 
-Peggy Morache, Interim Executive Director
(Top) Lori Fritts, the kitchen manager at the FISH food bank, manages the hot 
meals that are served. She does all her cooking with the oven, crock pot and toaster 
pan located in their kitchen. (Bottom) The distribution center holds a variety of  
canned goods and basic necessities from donations and government organizations. 
Xander Fu/The Observer
Food Distribution 
Hours
Monday/Tuesday: 3-6 
p.m.
Wednesday/Thursday: 
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Friday: 9-11:30 a.m.
Germany and EU events present new 
opportunities for students at CWU
Hot Meals
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday:
Lunch at 12-1 p.m.
Saturday:
Dinner at 5-6 p.m.
”
“The fair will show our stu-dents [that] they can do so much. 
-Eugen Nagy, Political Science Professor
EDITOR: Sarah Hoot    editor@cwuobserver.com
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Since Kevin Spacey was first 
accused of  sexual misconduct a 
little over a week ago, more and 
more people have come for-
ward saying they were abused 
by the actor, including former 
colleagues at the Old Vic the-
ater where Spacey used to direct, 
as well as on the set of  “House 
of  Cards.” 
It has become such a big 
deal that Netflix has completely 
cut ties with Spac-
ey. Production of  
“House of  Cards” 
was suspended and 
then halted alto-
gether. Some of  
Spacey’s movies 
that were already in 
post-production and 
slated to air within 
the year are being scrapped. 
But, if  the allegations are 
true, movies and TV shows fall-
ing through should be the least 
of  his worries.
I am—was—a huge Kevin 
Spacey fan. He plays every part 
like it’s the only part he’s ever 
played and you believe he’s re-
ally himself  and not a character. 
That’s why when I start-
ed “House of  Cards” last year, 
I couldn’t stop watching it. I 
mean hours a day. I didn’t 
make friends during my first 
few weeks at CWU because I 
was hooked on the show. I was 
telling everyone, “you’ve gotta 
watch this. It’s so good.” After 
the allegations against him, I’m 
more than a little upset. 
Now, I haven’t finished sea-
son five yet; I started to find the 
show extremely heavy when 
I wanted something lighter to 
watch in my downtime. 
But, these allegations and 
Spacey’s response make me 
think twice about finishing it. 
In case you’re living under 
a rock and haven’t heard, Star 
Trek Actor Anthony Rapp ac-
cused Spacey of  making an un-
wanted sexual advance at him 
when he was 14. Spacey was 
26 at the time. It was 30 years 
ago, but in the wake of  the 
#MeToo movement, more and 
more public figures are coming 
forward about their encounters. 
Sexual assault isn’t okay… for 
anyone or to anyone. 
It doesn’t matter if  you’re an 
award winning actor, a Hollywood 
director, an Olympic trainer, male 
or female. It’s not okay. Period.  
Spacey waited two days before 
answering to the initial allegations. 
When he did, he did it completely 
wrong and has been elusive ever 
since. Responding to accusations 
of  misconduct isn’t the time to an-
nounce that you’re gay. 
Sure, Spacey made a big 
move in coming out, but I agree 
with many of  the other people 
on social media in that he did 
it at the wrong time. Congrat-
ulations Spacey, you’re out and 
proud… but that still doesn’t 
make assault okay.  
You say you were drunk and 
don’t remember, but you re-
member you were drunk 30 
years ago. I don’t even know 
what I ate for lunch last Tuesday. 
You took too long to respond. 
You were too late to “handle it” 
and when you did, you took all 
the attention away from Rapp, 
the victim, and turned it to your-
self  and your Netflix Original. 
Is no one questioning wheth-
er Rapp is okay? 
Spacey can’t admit it and if  
it’s not true then there’s nothing 
to admit, but saying he was too 
drunk to remember isn’t okay. 
If  he did it, he needs to face it. 
If  his career ends because of  it, 
then so be it. 
By Natalie Hyland
Sports Editor
Kevin Spacey’s hit TV show “House of  Cards” took a hit after Spacey faced sexual 
harassment claims.
Photo Illustration by Jack Lambert
Spacey ’s  “House of  Cards”  comes tumbling down
”
“Sexual assault isn’t okay... for anyone or to anyone. It doesn’t matter if you’re an award win-
ning actor...
-Natalie Hyland, Sports Editor
Photos by Ryan W
eier
Different sceneries of M
t. Rainier National Park.
“On one hand you’re going to generate revenue to 
maintain the parks, on the other hand some people 
can’t go because the cost is prohibitive. It’s a dou-
ble-edged sword,” said Patrick McCutcheon, an an-
thropology professor at CWU who has worked on 
research at Mt. Rainier National Park for roughly six 
years. 
Entrance fees for private, non-commercial vehicles 
are proposed to go from $30 to $70. Motorcycle ad-
mission would double to $50 and by-person/bicycle 
fees would double to $30. 
“Mt. Rainier was one of  the 
first to be allowed to use their 
fees to conduct repairs,” said 
McCutcheon, who experienced 
firsthand what happens when 
the parks have to cut services 
as his own research was funded 
by admission fees. “They had 
to close the interpretive center 
at one point and it had a huge 
impact and there was a large 
outcry from the public.”
 
Proceeds from the increased 
fees go towards maintenance, 
improvements and staffing at the national parks; in-
cluding backlogged maintenance, which is necessary 
work that has to be postponed due to funding or ob-
struction. 
“The backlog maintenance is a real thing. I’ve seen 
it, they’ll have to close parts of  the park for safety rea-
sons, then it’s not available to anyone. There needs to 
be access,” McCutcheon said.
It’s not uncommon for national parks to shut down 
services or parts of  the park due to unsafe conditions 
or lack of  staffing when confronted with large atten-
dance numbers.
“Anyone who wants to see the national parks should 
be willing to pay to keep them beautiful and make sure 
they stay accessible for future generations,” Guy Spal-
inger said, a senior recreation management major and 
president of  CWU’s Adventure Club.
While Adventure Club hasn’t been able to make 
a trip out to Olympic or Mt. Rainier National Park, 
Spalinger said that it’s highly likely that they’ll plan a 
trip to one during the spring in the upcoming years.
“At this point a lot of  national parks don’t have 
enough money to keep the parks looking nice and eas-
ily accessible,” Spalinger said. “The reason people go 
to these parks is because they’re beautiful, if  we want 
to see these places we’ll have to put in money to keep 
it that way.”
However, aside from admission fees, visitors have to 
consider the overall cost of  the trip. 
“When you look at populations visiting, it’s more of  
the middle to lower class. This increase could be quite 
an issue for these people,” Spalinger said.
This could include gas spent through traveling, 
meals when arriving if  they’re eating on site, potential 
souvenirs and a place to stay if  it’s an overnight trip.
“Can a family earning minimum wage afford a one-
time pass, or a full pass? You have to consider the full 
cost of  a trip like that,” McCutcheon said.
To encourage individuals to keep visiting, an annu-
al one-park pass is being offered at 
$75. 
The National Parks and Feder-
al Recreational Lands Pass, which 
provides entrance to all federal 
lands and parks for a one-year peri-
od, would remain $80.
“We need to have the vision to 
look at the future of  our parks and 
take action in order to ensure that 
our grandkids’ grandkids will have 
the same if  not better experience 
than we have today. Shoring up our 
parks’ aging infrastructure will do 
that,” Zinke said in the statement.
Current estimates say that the fee increase could col-
lect $70 million annually, with 80 percent of  what’s 
earned in each park staying there for use and the re-
maining 20 percent going towards other parks in need 
of  financial aid. 
Increased Fees Will Benefit 
National Park Maintenance
Samuel Beaumonte
Senior News Reporter
For any public comments 
or concerns visit website at 
https://parkplanning.nps.
gov and through written 
comments that can be sent 
to 1849 C Street, NW, Mail 
Stop: 2346 Washington, DC 
20240.
“Parks” from page 1
”
“We need to have the vision to look at the future of our parks and take action to ensure that our grandkids’ 
grandkids will have the same if not 
better experience than we have to-
day.
-Ryan Zinke, U.S. Secretary of the Interior
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European Union f i lms connect  students to Germany
Man Cave Monday to encourage men’s health 
By Ben Ramirez
Senior Reporter
EU at CWU is a two week event 
created to connect students to the 
issues and opportunities that the 
EU holds. The event is broken up 
into three major parts. There will 
be films, a fair highlighting oppor-
tunities in Germany and the EU 
and a round table discussion. 
Eugen Nagy, a lecturer in the 
political science department, or-
ganized the EU events at CWU 
with the help of  the William O. 
Douglas Honors College and the 
German Information Center. 
“In my experience teaching, 
mentoring and advising stu-
dents, I have learned what the 
gaps in knowledge are, but also 
about the gaps in terms of  ca-
reer perspectives,” Nagy said. 
Nagy recognizes that students 
can sometimes feel detached 
from Europe and its issues be-
cause they aren’t talked about.
“It is easy to get confused, 
no one is to blame. [The Euro-
pean Union] is a complicated 
thing,” Nagy said.
Anne Cubilie, the execu-
tive director at the William 
O. Douglas Honors College, 
helped organize EU at because 
she sees a disconnect between 
students and Europe.
“[CWU] sits in the middle 
of  Washington State, and is 
pretty far removed from Eu-
rope,” Cubilie said. 
Nagy designed the event to 
have the films act as a starting 
point of  discussion and have 
the events following build and 
expand on what people learn 
from the films. 
“The purpose is for the mov-
ies to kind of  lead up to the 
event which is meant to edu-
cate students. Although, the 
movies we have chosen are top 
notch,” Nagy said.
One of  the films that will be 
shown is “Welcome to Germany.” 
It has never been shown in the 
U.S. before. The film was made 
in Germany, but Nagy believes 
it holds valuable information. 
“Welcome to Germany” focuses 
on Turkish immigration into Ger-
many and the struggles that can 
arise from immigrating to a new 
culture. According to Nagy, large 
amounts of  Turkish people began 
immigrating to Germany in the 
1960’s and the film looks at three 
generations of  Turkish immigra-
tion and the experience of  living 
with two cultures. 
“Welcome to Germany” is a 
light hearted film that follows one 
family of  Turkish descent who 
lived in Germany in the 1990’s. 
The family members struggle 
with not being German citizens 
as well as homesickness Turkey. 
The young children learn about 
their grandfather who moved to 
Germany as a guest worker and 
eventually started their family. 
Nagy chose this film because it 
shows the immigration relations 
in Germany and what the soci-
ety is like. He wants students to 
see that immigration in the U.S. 
is similar to other countries.
“As you can see with some of  
the tensions in [the United States] 
over immigration, there are also 
tensions in Germany over immi-
gration and yet these are people 
who have been in Germany over 
generations,” Cubilie said. 
Another film that will be shown 
is “Run Lola Run.” This is an ac-
tion movie where a young woman 
named Lola must save her lover 
from danger but she only has 20 
minutes to do so. The film shows 
many different scenarios in which 
Lola runs through town to save 
her lover, but in each scenario, 
something different happens that 
changes the outcome. 
This film was chosen because 
it shows a more contemporary 
side of  Germany and Nagy wants 
students to see what modern Ger-
many is like. The film is obvious-
ly meant for entertainment but 
Nagy sees it as an important tool 
to educate students. 
“I hardly know anything 
about the EU, but I think it’s 
cool that they’re giving people 
the chance to know more about 
it because broadening your per-
spective on the world is always a 
good idea,” Shane Revel, a ju-
nior business major, said. 
EU at CWU is designed to 
make students ask questions 
and get them thinking about 
the world. Nagy hopes students 
will open doors and form con-
nections that could be benefi-
cial to their futures.
By Tai Jackson
Staff Reporter
“Call of  Duty” and various 
other games as well as snacks 
were scattered about on tables. 
Young men chatter about the 
game that was on last night  as 
they wait for the event to begin. 
Soon a speaker from the 
Wellness Center will intro-
duce themselves and an-
nounce, “Welcome to the 
Man Cave” as part of  Men’s 
Health Awareness Month.  
The Wellness Center 
thinks the Man Cave event is 
a good way to represent what 
they stand for. 
It shows how they support 
positive healthy behaviors while 
trying to create a healthy cam-
pus community by preventing 
negative consequences associat-
ed with high-risk behaviors and 
encouraging social connections.
They also believe in address-
ing issues that are important to 
CWU students. 
“As a component of  Men’s 
Health Awareness Month, the 
goal is to encourage men to ac-
tively manage their mental and 
physical health,” Doug Fulp, 
assistant director of  the Well-
ness Center, said.
Together, the Wellness Cen-
ter and Jeff  MacMillan from 
88.1 The Burg, started the 
Man Cave event. 
During the event, there will be 
video games on projectors, such 
as “Madden,” as well as poker 
and snacks provided to students. 
“The Man Cave event is 
an opportunity for students 
to learn more about resourc-
es on our campus and in the 
community in an informal 
setting,” Fulp said.
Students will also learn 
about different resources they 
may want to use on campus to 
better their health. 
For example, the CWU 
Recreation Center, the Stu-
dent Medical and Counseling 
Center, the Nutrition Lab and 
of  course the Wellness Center. 
Fulp insisted that all students 
are invited and explained that 
this event is a good way to in-
form women about different 
ways they can help the men in 
their lives stay healthy. 
“I have walked by the Well-
ness Center almost everyday 
for years and I never thought 
of  going in there to talk to 
anyone or see what it’s all 
about. But I think this could 
be a cool way to get more peo-
ple like me interested in the 
Wellness Center and learn-
ing about even better ways I 
can take care of  myself,” said 
Trevaughn Scott, senior elec-
trical engineering major.
The Wellness Center 
hopes that, since the event is 
free and open to the public, 
many will take advantage of  
this opportunity.
“I don’t know much about 
health issues, but my pops got 
sick recently and had a heart 
attack a little while back too. I 
think I would go to this just to see 
what I could do to help my dad,” 
said Kiana Garza, a sophomore. 
The overall idea behind 
this event is to help students 
understand the importance 
of  taking care of  themselves. 
For men, discussing health is-
sues is not common. 
By putting on the Man Cave 
event,  the Wellness Center 
hopes that it will answer some 
of  those questions students have 
but are afraid to ask in an envi-
ronment that’s relaxing and fun. 
Health Awareness
When: Nov. 13, 12 p.m - 
2 p.m.
Where: SURC 137
Free event
The two week event is free in the hopes that students will be more likely to attend and understand the importance of  the EU. 
Photo Illustration by Jack Lambert
At the event hosted by the Wellness Center, there will be a variety of  games and snacks for Men’s Health Awareness Month.
Photo Illustration by Xander Fu
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Cadet Matthew Cullum, a se-
nior in the Air Force ROTC, has 
marched in three Veterans Day 
parades. He knows what the pa-
rade’s attendees endure to show 
their support and he appreciates it.
“We’re cold out here... but 
you know what: we’re gonna do 
it anyway to pay respects for all 
the veterans out there,” Cullum 
said. “We can’t thank every-
body in the community enough 
for supporting us.”
The parade’s participants span 
generations, from cadets to veter-
ans. Louis Kollmeyer may be the 
oldest veteran in the county.
“If  he shows up, he’s 102,” said 
Ed Barry, president of  the Kitti-
tas County Veterans Association, 
who has organized the event for 
the past five years. “He... was on 
an aircraft carrier in the South 
Pacific [in WWII].”
For the officers of  the ROTC 
programs who are in the middle 
of  their time of  service, connect-
ing with these older veterans is 
just as important as receiving the 
support of  the community.
“One of  the coolest things for 
me is honestly to see a lot of  the 
old-timers come out in their uni-
forms,” Lt. Col. Jonathan Ack-
iss, commander of  the Army 
ROTC program at CWU, said. 
“The veterans communicating 
and connecting with the next 
generation of  soldiers and lead-
ers, it’s incredibly powerful and 
for the youngsters to hear the 
stories…it makes them feel very 
firsthand that this is bigger than 
just themselves individually.”
The ROTC cadets at CWU are 
a visible reminder of  those who 
choose to serve in the military. On 
Veterans Day they can march in 
the parade and have their service 
known and honored.
“To me, it’s my community,” 
Dennis said. “It’s recognizing what 
the people in my community have 
done, the sacrifices they’ve made.”
Financial support for veterans 
pursuing education has been a 
benefit of  military service ever 
since President Franklin Roosevelt 
signed the first GI Bill in 1944.
“Getting their education was 
part of  the veteran’s experi-
ence,” Barry said of  veterans of  
WWII and the Korean War. “If  
you were lucky enough to sur-
vive either one of  those wars.”
That combination of  service 
and education has continued 
through today, especially for 
Barry. After six years of  ser-
vice in the Navy, and two tours 
of  duty in Vietnam, he started 
classes at CWU in 1977.
“It seemed like when I went 
into the military, society was 
one way and when I got out it 
was totally different and I had 
to readjust,” Barry said. “...
Talk about deer in the head-
lights.”
College is a period of  adjust-
ment for all students, but some 
veterans have an even harder tran-
sition from life in the military back 
to the civilian world. Community 
support as shown by events like the 
Veterans Day parade can go a long 
way in helping that transition.
“I appreciate that our com-
munity welcomes veterans,” 
said Navy veteran and senior 
nutrition major Becca Britton. 
“The fact that they do a Veter-
ans Day parade in celebration 
of  veterans is wonderful too, 
not only for the community 
to learn and to come togeth-
er but…for the veterans to see 
that they’re appreciated.”
The parade should bring 
the community together, espe-
cially with the current politi-
cal climate. 
“You forget about your day-
to-day life for that hour that 
you’re at the parade,” said 
Army veteran and Veterans 
Center director Ruben Carde-
nas. “There seems to be a lot 
of  division in our current state 
as a nation and I hope that 
this can be something that 
brings us together.”
Town wil l  recognize vets in Veteran’s Day parade
Watch constellations at Star Party 
By Alexi Prante
Staff Reporter
At the Star Party, a large telescope 
sits on the Science II building roof. The 
Astronomy Club members take the pub-
lic onto the roof, where they have extra 
blankets and hot chocolate.
On the first and third Tuesday of  ev-
ery month the Astronomy Club puts on 
public planetarium shows that show off 
stars, have guest speakers for presenta-
tions and set up telescopes on the roof  
of  the Science II building.  
When the star parties started, there 
were around three to four people that 
would show up. Now there is standing 
room only in the planetarium for shows 
and they had to add a third party during 
the month to make more room for peo-
ple to interact.
Dr. Fallscheer works in the physics de-
partment as the astronomy professor and 
the advisor for the club. Fallscheer began 
teaching at CWU in 2014, started the 
club a year later and helps run events like 
the Star Parties. 
“Anybody can join, the events we put 
on are get-to-know-you events... that can 
reach out to students,” Fallscheer said.
Amber Benson is co-vice president of  
the Astronomy Club and a biology ma-
jor with a minor in astronomy. Benson 
keeps track of  who helps out at events 
and keeps everyone informed. 
“I was originally going to major in fash-
ion, but I was fascinated with stars, con-
stellations and loved alien movies. The 
club is open to everyone and the mem-
bers in the Astronomy Club come togeth-
er from all different majors,” Benson said. 
Club members spend time at their meet-
ings talking about dark matter or what stars 
are actually made of  and the different ele-
ments that can be found through space. This 
helps the students have answers ready for any 
questions that the public might have about 
their presentation.
Mohamed Nawwar came to CWU 
from Egypt last year and is interested in 
astrophysics. Nawwar joined the Astron-
omy Club last year and is co-vice presi-
dent with Benson this year. 
“It is really fun and interesting to be 
able to share with people everything be-
tween us and Mars, that we can see stars 
light-years away, but don’t really think 
about it,” Nawwar said. 
The astronomy department had the 
ability to get new telescopes since mov-
ing into the new science building. In the 
last year they have received 17 new tele-
scopes and two new solar telescopes.
The Star Parties are available for students 
and Ellensburg residents who want to under-
stand what is going on light-years away. 
“Our end goal is to make our resourc-
es available for the City of  Ellensburg. 
We want the public to come and talk to 
the students,” Nawwar said. 
Celebrate Vets
When: Nov. 11 at 11a.m.
Where: 1st Ave. and Pearl
Free event
Star Party
When: Nov. 14 at 8;30 p.m.
Where: Science II Planeterium 
Free event
The parade will honor those who have served and those who continue to serve the country. Students walk by lined up flags. 
Mikaela Nickolds/The Observer
“Vets” from page 1
By Clayton Huber
Staff Reporter
CWU women’s basketball 
started the season with an exhi-
bition game against Northwest 
University. The Wildcats won 
with a final score of  97-51. 
While this game does not 
count toward their GNAC re-
cord, their next big game is 
against Hawaii Pacific Universi-
ty (HPU) Nov. 11 at the Pavilion. 
In preparation for the game, 
the Wildcats watch game film to 
better understand their oppo-
nent and gauge their strengths 
and weaknesses. This helps 
them build a game plan because 
each team is built differently.
“I really like where our team is 
at right now,” head coach Randi 
Richardson said. “We had a pre-
season full of  learning with the 
implementation of  some new 
offensive structures.” 
CWU will face Seattle Uni-
versity on Nov. 4 and Cal State, 
Los Angeles on Nov. 10 before 
their big game against HPU.
CWU lost to HPU last year 
on Nov. 26 with a final score of  
77-70.
“Our main goal going into 
this game will be to put together 
all the learning and hard work 
of  the preseason and compete 
for 40 minutes,” Richardson 
said. “We want to control the 
tempo of  the game by compet-
ing and force Hawaii Pacific to 
play our pace.”
While Richardson is only in 
her first year as head coach, she 
started the season on a positive 
note.
HPU competes in the Pacific 
West Conference as part of  the 
NCAA Division II. Last season, 
they went 21-7 and lost in the 
regional playoffs. 
Sophomore Kaelie Flores 
made her first start for CWU 
and shot five for six from the 
field, while scoring 11 points 
and grabbing nine rebounds 
against Northwest. 
“We are trying to share the 
ball and hustle back on defense. 
If  we can do that then we usual-
ly are in a good spot to win the 
game,” Flores said. 
As a freshman last season, 
Flores averaged 2.5 points and 
1.5 rebounds per game. She av-
eraged seven minutes per game, 
but started this season by playing 
17 minutes against Northwest. 
“We have 14 of  15 players 
returning from last season. Es-
pecially with six seniors on our 
roster this year, including two 
returning all league players Jas-
min Edwards and Taylor Baird,” 
Richardson said. “We’ll rely 
heavily on those two in terms 
of  their play and leadership, 
but with the high tempo style in 
which we intend to play we will 
need to rely on every piece of  our 
roster in order to be successful.”
There are only two freshmen 
on the CWU roster: Khloe Snair 
and Kassidy Malcolm. Mal-
colm played 14 minutes against 
Northwest and scored seven 
points. Snair has yet to suit up 
with the Wildcats this season.
“The new players add a great 
dynamic to the team and they 
push us in practice,” Senior for-
ward Taylor Baird said. “They 
are a great addition to the team 
and will be very helpful for us 
throughout the season.”
CWU will look to get two 
wins against Seattle Universi-
ty and Cal State, Los Angeles 
before taking on a strong HPU 
team on Nov. 11.
SPORTS
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Wildcats face Hawaii Pacif ic University
Kassidy Malcolm charges past a Northwestern guard during the Oct. 31 exhibition game. The Wildcats won 97-51.
Jack Lambert/The Observer
CWU v. HPU
When: Nov. 11
Where: Nicholson Pavilion
Cost: Free to CWU students
By Hanson Lee
Staff Reporter
Ellensburg’s upcoming winter 
season is shaping up to be a La 
Nina, meaning a period of  ex-
treme cold weather. With all of  
the snowfall that occurred last 
winter, it’s only safe to expect 
that this year’s La Nina will be 
just as harsh.
“We actually have had some 
snow in Ellensburg already,” 
said Walter Lackey, a staff mem-
ber and trip leader for Ellens-
burg’s Outdoor Rentals and 
Pursuits. “Hopefully we end up 
getting a few feet of  snowfall in 
Ellensburg because that’s always 
fun.”
With expectations running 
wild because of  last year’s win-
ter frenzy, it’s important to take 
precautionary measures towards 
staying safe, especially when 
travelling. 
“I would suggest getting your 
car inspected and don’t drive in 
a vehicle that is questionable,” 
Lackey said. “Breaking down 
sucks in the summer, but in the 
winter it can be dangerous. Defi-
nitely carry a small emergency 
kit, as well, that would have items 
such as chains and road flares, 
just in case anything happens.”
Current predictions are that 
the road conditions on Sno-
qualmie Pass could have exces-
sive amounts of  snow and ice. 
With that in mind, the OPR 
team plans on doing their best 
to stay safe by taking precau-
tionary measures when going on 
winter adventures. 
“It’s looking like there’s go-
ing to be a lot of  snowy and icy 
days out there and so we’re al-
ways going to be checking pass 
conditions for our ski shuttles,” 
Lackey said. “If  it ends up look-
ing too icy then we may have to 
cancel a few shuttles.”
Former CWU student and 
Alpental Ski Patroller Andrew 
Kollar said to be extra safe out 
on the mountains. He also gave 
advice for what to expect from 
travelling conditions this winter.
“Winter conditions are always 
more dangerous,” Kollar said. 
“What I recommend is to check 
the Washington State Depart-
ment of  Transportation website 
frequently to see if  they require 
chains for your vehicle.”    
For many people, taking ad-
vantage of  the winter time here 
in Ellensburg usually means 
making the most of  whatever 
Snoqualmie Pass has to offer. 
“Usually [the activities] begin 
starting up in late November 
or early December and they 
open up the west summit,” Kol-
lar said. “Then they move and 
open up the central summit, 
and then the Alpental summit 
opens up usually by about week 
two or week three of  the winter 
season.”
Snoqualmie Pass currently 
has plans to add another suc-
cessful winter to their books. 
That being said, people head-
ing to the mountains should be 
able to take full advantage of  
the summit runs that are made 
available. 
According to Kollar, all of  
the summits should be open by 
Mid-December. 
“For beginners, definitely go 
to the west summit,” Kollar said. 
“The central summit is more for 
intermediate [skiers and snow-
boarders], while the terrain at 
Alpental is pretty steep.” 
Just like when travelling, it’s 
important to stay safe and be 
smart when having fun out on 
the slopes.
“Make sure your equipment 
is properly tuned and waxed,” 
Kollar said. “Wear gear that 
fits you. If  you have a friend 
that skis or snowboards and you 
are looking to get into it, then I 
wouldn’t recommend using their 
gear because if  things don’t fit 
then you’re going to have a mis-
erable time.”
Although precautions and 
safety measures should be every-
one’s first priority when making 
plans this winter, it’s still import-
ant not to forget to have fun in 
the process. With that being 
said, hopefully the snow can 
hang around for awhile this year.
“[Snoqualmie Pass] stays 
open as long as they can. Usual-
ly things start to wrap up when 
there gets to be big areas of  no 
snow because you can’t real-
ly push on in these situations,” 
Kollar said. “I think the last two 
years we’ve gotten all the way to 
[keep things open all the way up 
until early May,] or the weekend 
leading up to it, so hopefully this 
year is similar.”
Another harsh winter  to hit  Snoqualmie
Winter enthusiasts and travellers alike can expect winter conditions as early as mid-November as the La Nina winter begins. 
Jack Lambert /The Observer
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ESPN3 to air Wildcat doubleheader
By Jack Belcher
Staff Reporter
The basketball doubleheader 
on Feb. 1 will be livestreamed 
on ESPN3. The first of  the two 
games will be the women’s team 
against Seattle Pacific Universi-
ty (SPU) and the second will be 
men’s basketball versus Western 
Washington University (WWU).
“It’s a big deal, especially for 
Central, both mens and wom-
ens programs to be highlighted 
on a national stage,” women’s 
head coach Randi Richard-
son-Thornley said. 
This will be the first time 
CWU women’s basketball will 
have a game livestreamed na-
tionwide. It will also be the first 
time that basketball at CWU has 
streamed a game through ESPN. 
For the last three years, men’s 
basketball has had a deal with 
Root Sports that ended due to 
costs to the university. ESPN, on 
the other hand, has a partner-
ship with the NCAA, so there is 
no cost to the university.
With that in mind, ESPN has 
partnered with NCAA DII and 
will show over 20 games this 
year across the division. 
“Division II has really done 
a great job of  partnering with 
ESPN and it has grown every 
year. We are seeing that right 
now with football,” CWU Ath-
letic Director Dennis Francois 
said. “They went from really a 
select few games that they were 
doing this for a few years ago, to 
opening it up this year.” 
Francois sees basketball follow-
ing football in this aspect, this year 
there is only going to be two bas-
ketball games streamed, one for 
men’s and the other for women’s. 
Next year there could be more.
“You start looking across the 
country at how many [foot-
ball] games are streamed across 
ESPN3, they’ve really picked up 
a lot,” Francois said. “It has be-
come a much more affordable 
option. It’s at more people’s’ fin-
gertips as cable TV and every-
thing else is going away.”
The specific games that were 
chosen for both teams are im-
portant ones. The women’s 
team plays against SPU, a team 
that Richardson-Thornley be-
lieves is going to be one of  the 
top teams in the conference.
“There is also a little extra in-
centive for our coaching staff, with 
two of  the three of  us with SPU 
ties,” Richardson-Thornley said.
Richardson-Thornley was an 
assistant coach at SPU for two 
years, and Graduate Assistant 
Stacey Lukasiewicz played on 
the team. She graduated last 
year and is very familiar with ev-
eryone on that team.
The men’s game starts at 7:30 
p.m. and is against division rival, 
WWU.
“I think it’s great for the 
school and it’s great for the rival-
ry,” senior forward Jerome Bry-
ant said. “It will make players 
from both teams work harder to 
prepare for this game.”
Bryant said that because the 
game is going to be streamed, 
his family that lives in Los Ange-
les can watch. 
If  there is one thing that every-
one is agreeing on, it’s that this 
is going to be very good publicity 
for the school. Men’s head coach 
Greg Sparling is looking forward 
to the game after seeing how 
livestreaming has been benefiting 
the football team.  
“I think it is going to be huge 
for recruiting for our program, 
other programs in the athletic 
department and the universi-
ty. It puts you on the national 
stage,” Sparling said. “It is not 
too often that ESPN comes to 
Ellensburg and we have got to 
make the most of  it.”
Richardson-Thornley was 
also excited about how the cov-
erage is going to be good for 
CWU exposure on a national 
level. She believed that it will be 
great for not just the team’s re-
cruitment, but will also give the 
entire athletic department of  
CWU a boost. 
Francois compares this event 
to the football game that was 
livestreamed on Oct. 28, which 
had various shots of  the Ellens-
burg community and the moun-
tain ranges. 
“[The announcers] talked 
about the region that we’re in 
and how important we are in 
terms of  the hay export busi-
ness, which probably a lot of  
people don’t know,” Francois 
said. “They talked about the 
growth on our campus.”
Marc Rodgers looks to the basket during the Oct. 31 game vs. Northwest.
Jack Lambert /The Observer
WBB v. SPU
When: Feb. 1; 5:15 p.m.
Where: Nicholson Pavilion
How: In-person; on ESPN3
MBB v. WWU
When: Feb. 1; 7:30 p.m.
Where: Nicholson Pavilion
How: In-person; on ESPN3
CWU women’s  fal l  soccer season ends 
By Simo Rul
Senior Sports Reporter
The CWU women’s soccer 
team had a tough year, as the 
Wildcats battled through inju-
ries and not playing the same 
lineup two times in a row, except 
for the last two games. 
The Wildcats finished with a 
2-12-3 record overall, and fin-
ished 1-9-2 in the GNAC.   
Coming off one of  their best 
seasons ever last year, the Wild-
cats had a program record 13 
regular season wins, they made 
their first ever NCAA postsea-
son and they had their first ever 
NCAA postseason win. 
“I think with the success of  
last year’s team, we may have 
felt the additional pressure of  
repeating that success,” head 
coach Michael Farrand said. 
According to Farrand, they 
didn’t feel the pressure with-
in the team, but it was more in 
their heads knowing that they 
were successful before, so they 
should be successful again.
The Wildcats had to make 
some changes the past few sea-
sons because they lost seven play-
ers to graduation last year and 
are losing eight this year. They 
have lost half  of  their starting 
lineup in the past two seasons. 
Senior midfielder Bailey Mar-
toncik made an impact for the 
Wildcats before she suffered a 
knee injury in the spring. That 
injury forced her to be out for 
the season and she was unable 
to play this year. 
The Wildcats will get a boost 
going into next year because Mar-
toncik will be coming back for a 
fifth year after redshirting this 
year, meaning she has another 
year of  eligibility due to not ap-
pearing in any games this season.
“After every loss, it was like 
‘alright next one we got to get, 
no more slip-ups,’” junior for-
ward KK Wallace said. “It just 
didn’t always happen for us. Just 
reminding ourselves, ‘alright 
pick ourselves back up’, it was 
definitely not only a team build-
ing, but character building for 
every single one of  us.”
The team wanted to be fo-
cused, to remember that it is a 
team sport, to lean on each oth-
er and continue their hard work. 
“We just need to come togeth-
er as a team and a unit... and 
pick ourselves back up after this 
season,” Wallace said. 
One of  the bright spots for the 
Wildcats this year was Mack-
enzie Nolte. She became the 
all-time points leader and goal 
scorer in CWU women’s soccer 
history. The previous record for 
points was 65 and previous re-
cord for goals was 27, both re-
cords were held by Judy Koenig. 
Nolte finished her senior season 
leading the team in goals with 
nine and added one assist and 
19 points. 
“Overall, I would just say I 
feel really blessed to have had 
the opportunity to grow my 
game out with this team and I 
learned so much,” Nolte said. 
Nolte has been a large con-
tributor for the women’s soccer 
program at CWU, but she gives 
credit to those around her for 
helping her to get this point. 
“My game has changed expo-
nentially and the people that I 
had surrounding me made that 
possible for me,” Nolte said. “I 
couldn’t have done it without 
them, especially Whitney Lowe. 
Her and I work together up top 
a lot and she has a lot to do with 
my success. A lot of  other girls 
too helped me a lot and my 
coach taught me more than I 
could ever imagine I would ever 
learn in soccer. I really owe it to 
everybody.”
Nolte is leaving CWU with 
various awards, namely GNAC 
First Team All-Conference, 
D2CCA West-Region Second 
Team and NSCAA West-Re-
gion Second Team in 2016.
“It means a lot because I 
went into coming here and all 
I wanted to do was play, make 
a difference and just make an 
impact for the program,” Nolte 
said. “I feel like that was a good 
testament for what I came here 
to do. I hope it gives something 
for people to strive towards be-
cause it really does feel good to 
get that recognition.”
Soccer 2017
Record: 1-9-2 (GNAC)
Graduting seniors: 7
Returners next year: 20
Wildcat Women’s Soccer ended their season with a win against Montana State Univerisity Billings resulting in a 1-9-2 record.
Xander Fu /The Observer
By Clayton Huber
Staff Reporter
CWU women’s basketball 
started the season with an exhi-
bition game against Northwest 
University. The Wildcats won 
with a final score of  97-51. 
While this game does not 
count toward their GNAC re-
cord, their next big game is 
against Hawaii Pacific Universi-
ty (HPU) Nov. 11 at the Pavilion. 
In preparation for the game, 
the Wildcats watch game film to 
better understand their oppo-
nent and gauge their strengths 
and weaknesses. This helps 
them build a game plan because 
each team is built differently.
“I really like where our team is 
at right now,” head coach Randi 
Richardson said. “We had a pre-
season full of  learning with the 
implementation of  some new 
offensive structures.” 
CWU will face Seattle Uni-
versity on Nov. 4 and Cal State, 
Los Angeles on Nov. 10 before 
their big game against HPU.
CWU lost to HPU last year 
on Nov. 26 with a final score of  
77-70.
“Our main goal going into 
this game will be to put together 
all the learning and hard work 
of  the preseason and compete 
for 40 minutes,” Richardson 
said. “We want to control the 
tempo of  the game by compet-
ing and force Hawaii Pacific to 
play our pace.”
While Richardson is only in 
her first year as head coach, she 
started the season on a positive 
note.
HPU competes in the Pacific 
West Conference as part of  the 
NCAA Division II. Last season, 
they went 21-7 and lost in the 
regional playoffs. 
Sophomore Kaelie Flores 
made her first start for CWU 
and shot five for six from the 
field, while scoring 11 points 
and grabbing nine rebounds 
against Northwest. 
“We are trying to share the 
ball and hustle back on defense. 
If  we can do that then we usual-
ly are in a good spot to win the 
game,” Flores said. 
As a freshman last season, 
Flores averaged 2.5 points and 
1.5 rebounds per game. She av-
eraged seven minutes per game, 
but started this season by playing 
17 minutes against Northwest. 
“We have 14 of  15 players 
returning from last season. Es-
pecially with six seniors on our 
roster this year, including two 
returning all league players Jas-
min Edwards and Taylor Baird,” 
Richardson said. “We’ll rely 
heavily on those two in terms 
of  their play and leadership, 
but with the high tempo style in 
which we intend to play we will 
need to rely on every piece of  our 
roster in order to be successful.”
There are only two freshmen 
on the CWU roster: Khloe Snair 
and Kassidy Malcolm. Mal-
colm played 14 minutes against 
Northwest and scored seven 
points. Snair has yet to suit up 
with the Wildcats this season.
“The new players add a great 
dynamic to the team and they 
push us in practice,” Senior for-
ward Taylor Baird said. “They 
are a great addition to the team 
and will be very helpful for us 
throughout the season.”
CWU will look to get two 
wins against Seattle Universi-
ty and Cal State, Los Angeles 
before taking on a strong HPU 
team on Nov. 11.
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Wildcats face Hawaii Pacif ic University
Kassidy Malcolm charges past a Northwestern guard during the Oct. 31 exhibition game. The Wildcats won 97-51.
Jack Lambert/The Observer
CWU v. HPU
When: Nov. 11
Where: Nicholson Pavilion
Cost: Free to CWU students
By Hanson Lee
Staff Reporter
Ellensburg’s upcoming winter 
season is shaping up to be a La 
Nina, meaning a period of  ex-
treme cold weather. With all of  
the snowfall that occurred last 
winter, it’s only safe to expect 
that this year’s La Nina will be 
just as harsh.
“We actually have had some 
snow in Ellensburg already,” 
said Walter Lackey, a staff mem-
ber and trip leader for Ellens-
burg’s Outdoor Rentals and 
Pursuits. “Hopefully we end up 
getting a few feet of  snowfall in 
Ellensburg because that’s always 
fun.”
With expectations running 
wild because of  last year’s win-
ter frenzy, it’s important to take 
precautionary measures towards 
staying safe, especially when 
travelling. 
“I would suggest getting your 
car inspected and don’t drive in 
a vehicle that is questionable,” 
Lackey said. “Breaking down 
sucks in the summer, but in the 
winter it can be dangerous. Defi-
nitely carry a small emergency 
kit, as well, that would have items 
such as chains and road flares, 
just in case anything happens.”
Current predictions are that 
the road conditions on Sno-
qualmie Pass could have exces-
sive amounts of  snow and ice. 
With that in mind, the OPR 
team plans on doing their best 
to stay safe by taking precau-
tionary measures when going on 
winter adventures. 
“It’s looking like there’s go-
ing to be a lot of  snowy and icy 
days out there and so we’re al-
ways going to be checking pass 
conditions for our ski shuttles,” 
Lackey said. “If  it ends up look-
ing too icy then we may have to 
cancel a few shuttles.”
Former CWU student and 
Alpental Ski Patroller Andrew 
Kollar said to be extra safe out 
on the mountains. He also gave 
advice for what to expect from 
travelling conditions this winter.
“Winter conditions are always 
more dangerous,” Kollar said. 
“What I recommend is to check 
the Washington State Depart-
ment of  Transportation website 
frequently to see if  they require 
chains for your vehicle.”    
For many people, taking ad-
vantage of  the winter time here 
in Ellensburg usually means 
making the most of  whatever 
Snoqualmie Pass has to offer. 
“Usually [the activities] begin 
starting up in late November 
or early December and they 
open up the west summit,” Kol-
lar said. “Then they move and 
open up the central summit, 
and then the Alpental summit 
opens up usually by about week 
two or week three of  the winter 
season.”
Snoqualmie Pass currently 
has plans to add another suc-
cessful winter to their books. 
That being said, people head-
ing to the mountains should be 
able to take full advantage of  
the summit runs that are made 
available. 
According to Kollar, all of  
the summits should be open by 
Mid-December. 
“For beginners, definitely go 
to the west summit,” Kollar said. 
“The central summit is more for 
intermediate [skiers and snow-
boarders], while the terrain at 
Alpental is pretty steep.” 
Just like when travelling, it’s 
important to stay safe and be 
smart when having fun out on 
the slopes.
“Make sure your equipment 
is properly tuned and waxed,” 
Kollar said. “Wear gear that 
fits you. If  you have a friend 
that skis or snowboards and you 
are looking to get into it, then I 
wouldn’t recommend using their 
gear because if  things don’t fit 
then you’re going to have a mis-
erable time.”
Although precautions and 
safety measures should be every-
one’s first priority when making 
plans this winter, it’s still import-
ant not to forget to have fun in 
the process. With that being 
said, hopefully the snow can 
hang around for awhile this year.
“[Snoqualmie Pass] stays 
open as long as they can. Usual-
ly things start to wrap up when 
there gets to be big areas of  no 
snow because you can’t real-
ly push on in these situations,” 
Kollar said. “I think the last two 
years we’ve gotten all the way to 
[keep things open all the way up 
until early May,] or the weekend 
leading up to it, so hopefully this 
year is similar.”
Another harsh winter  to hit  Snoqualmie
Winter enthusiasts and travellers alike can expect winter conditions as early as mid-November as the La Nina winter begins. 
Jack Lambert /The Observer
